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MUSIC THEORY (MUTH)
MUTH 100  - Materials and Sources for Music Theory  (3 Credits)  
A conceptual explanation of basic music vocabulary and sound 
resources–rhythm, meter, modes, scales, clefs, intervals, notation, 
acoustics–with musical examples. It is strongly recommended that 
students without prior music theory experience take this course before 
attempting MUTH 101 or MUTH 191.

MUTH 101  - Aural Skills I  (1 Credits)  
Harmonic and melodic dictation. Sight-singing, rhythm reading, keyboard 
applications, basic conducting, and beginning improvisation techniques. 
Students without prior music theory experience are strongly encouraged 
to take MUTH 100 before attempting this course.

MUTH 150  - Music and the Laws of Nature  (4 Credits)  
Exploration of musical patterns found in physical systems and physical 
laws manifested in music. Course investigates music fundamentals 
(pitch/frequency, rhythm/meter, color/timbre, and harmony/symmetry) 
and searches for similar patterns in the behavior of atoms, molecules, 
stars, and the universe as a whole using the laws of physics. Laboratory.

MUTH 191  - Diatonic Music Theory  (3 Credits)  
Material and structural elements of tonal music, including music 
fundamentals (scales, intervals, and chords); major-minor tonality; 
harmonic symbols; cadences; embellishing tones; voice leading; 
harmonic function; and analytical strategies. Students without prior 
music theory experience are strongly encouraged to take MUTH 100 
before attempting this course.

MUTH 201  - Aural Skills II  (1 Credits)  
Prerequisite: MUTH 101. Continued harmonic and melodic dictation. 
Sight-singing, keyboard applications, basic conducting, beginning 
improvisation techniques.

MUTH 291  - Chromatic Music Theory  (3 Credits)  
Prerequisite: MUTH 191. Chromatic Music Theory of the 18th and 19th 
Centuries. Harmonic syntax and structure including altered chords, mixed 
modes, advanced tonality and modulation, small forms.

MUTH 301  - Aural Skills III  (1 Credits)  
Prerequisite: MUTH 201. Development and application of aural and 
written skills pertaining to modern era. Includes continuations of sight-
singing, dictation, keyboard, conducting, and improvisation techniques.

MUTH 351  - Fundamentals of Counterpoint and Form  (3 Credits)  
Prerequisite: MUTH 191. Introduction to the principles of counterpoint 
as exemplified in the music of the Renaissance. Introduction to larger 
musical forms.

MUTH 369  - Music Orchestration  (3 Credits)  
Prerequisite: MUTH 291. A study of techniques of instrumental scoring 
considered historically and creatively. Project required.

MUTH 391  - Post-Tonal Music Theory  (3 Credits)  
Prerequisite: MUTH 101, MUTH 291. Contemporary music theory. 
Theoretical developments and analytical techniques of the 20th and early 
21st centuries.

MUTH 473  - Special Studies in Music Theory  (3 Credits)  
Studies of a topic in Music Theory.

MUTH 483  - Scoring and Arranging  (3 Credits)  
Prerequisite: MUTH 291, MUTH 201. A practicum developing skills in 
composing, arranging, and adapting music to meet the needs abilities of 
a variety of ensembles, and with regard to music copyright laws.

MUTH 491  - Individual Study   (1-3 Credits)  
Individual study is under the direction of a Music Department faculty 
member. Details may be obtained from the chair. Project required. By 
permission of the department.

MUTH 492  - Individual Study   (1-3 Credits)  
Individual study is under the direction of a Music Department faculty 
member. Details may be obtained from the chair. Project required. By 
permission of the department.

MUTH 499  - Internship   (1-3 Credits)  
Supervised off-campus experiences, developed in consultation with the 
Department of Music and the off-campus agency. By permission only.


